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Abstract 

New and interesting mites from the Geneva Museum XLVII. Oribatida Americana 7: 
Guatemala II. (Acari). — A study of Oribatid mites originating from Guatemalan soil 
samples is presented. Eight of the twelve species examined proved to be new, two also 
necessitating the establishment of new genera ( Baloghacarus gen. n., Genavensia gen. n.); 
this latter represents also a new family (Genavensiidae fam. n.) containing, apart from 
the new genus, the reallocated genera Cultrobates Willmann, 1930 and Arcozetes Hammer, 
1958. 



In the course of studies, initiated and supported principally by the Museum d’His- 
toire naturelle, Geneve, and with the aim of an exploration of the terricolous mite fauna 
of Central America and the Antilles, I have already reported on the Oribatids found in 
materials from Mexico, Dominica and Guatemala. In my preceding paper on Mexico 
(Mahunka 1983) I have summarized our knowledge concerning the region and also given 
details on the origin of the material now under study. 

In the course of the study of the single soil sample collected by A. de Chambrier, 
it appeared that it was very rieh. Besides interesting data concerning the zoogeography 
new taxa were discovered of a certain importance with respect to the Oribatid System. 
On the basis of the taxa involved, the region must unequivocally be relegated to the 
Neogaea, displaying close Connections in several respects primarily to the fauna of 
Venezuela. 



* Zoological Department, Hungarian National History Museum, Baross utca 13, H-1088 
Budapest, Hungary. 
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LOCALITY 

AC/15: Tikal, Peten, recolte ä la main, 24.II.-3.III. 1978. 

Tikal, Peten, (W ) \ 24.II-27.II.1978. leg. M. et Mme Alain de Chambrier. 



LIST OF THE IDENTIFIED SPECIES 

Sphaerochthoniidae Grandjean, 1947 
Sphaerochthonius fungifer sp. n. 

Lohmanniidae Berlese, 1916 
Torpacarus callipygus sp. n. 

Epilohmanniidae Oudemans, 1923 
Epilohmannia xena sp. n. 

Nothridae Berlese, 1896 
Nothrus willmanni sp. n. 

Hermanniellidae Grandjean, 1934 

Ampullobates nigriclavatus Grandjean, 1966: 
AC/15 (W) (20 specimens) 

Baloghacarus hauseri gen. n., sp. n. 

Sacculobates horologiorum Grandjean, 1966: 
AC/15 (W) (2 specimens) 

Microzetidae Grandjean, 1936 
Acaroceras dechambrieri sp. n. 

Oppiidae Grandjean, 1954 
Sternoppia striata sp. n. 



Mochlozetidae Grandjean, 1960 

Dynatozetes amplus Grandjean, 1960: 
AC/15 (2 specimens) 



1 (W) = Extraction by Winkler-Moczarski apparatus. 



ORIBATIDA AMERICANA 7 
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Genavensiidae fam. n. 

Gemvensia hungarorum gen. n., sp. n. 

Cultrobates heterodactylus Willm., 1930: 
(1 specimen) 



Sphaerochthonius fungifer sp. n. 

Measurements : Length: 252-267 p., width: 139-152 [i. 

Dorsal side (Fig. 1): Rostrum elongately acute. Only median field of prodorsum 
with a sculpture of large foveolae, delimited anteriorly by sharp lines between points of 
origin of lamellar setae, rostral part smooth. Prodorsal hairs T-shaped, wide. Sensillus 
(Fig. 2) long, slightly widening. 




Figs. 1-5. 



Sphaerochthonius fungifer sp. n. 

1. dorsal side; 2. sensillus; 3. sculpture of notogaster; 
4. genital plate; 5. anal plate. 
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Notogastral surface with large, annuliform foveolae embracing triangulär chitinous 
incrassations (Fig. 3). Hairs c x -c v T-shaped, hairs e-h very wide, fungiform. 

Ventral side : Genital plate (Fig. 4) with 8 thin and long hairs. Anal plate (Fig. 5) 
with 4 fungiform and on the inner margin with 4 simple and thin hairs. Bases of fungiform 
setae connected by a longitudinal chitinous lath. 

Legs tridactylous, heterodactylous; lateral claws terminally forked. 




Torpacarus callipygus sp. n. 

6. dorsal side; 7. anogenital region; 8. seta p 2 ; 
9. posterior margin of notogaster; 10. seta / 2 . 



